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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). Tine drawings must slnow 
every feature of the Invention specified in the claims, as well as any structural detail that 
Is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed invention. Therefore, the input 
station arranged at the bath row end which is opposite to the end proximate to the 
output station, as recited in claim 1, and each of the three transport devices having a 
pair of cheeks, as recited in claim 3, as well as the toothed belts coupled to 
corresponding toothed belts via an additional toothed belt with appurtenant guide 
wheels and carriers at the other end of the cheeks, as recited in claim 5, must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 
Examiner also notes that the drawings contain a number of inaccuracies. For example, 
reference number 6 is assigned to different elements (see Figures 1 and 4-5). Note that 
It is Applicant's responsibility to identify, locate and correct such errors. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should Include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
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changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being unclear 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Lines 1-6 of claim 1 recite a staining machine which includes "a number of baths 
placed successively in a row and a device for successive transport of the baskets in a 
transport path from one bath to the next one". The claim also states, in lines 7-15, that 
the machine includes "at least two bath rows placed juxtaposed and parallel with each 
other, the first bath row extending from the input station to an opposite end of the row, 
and a second bath row extending from the output station to an opposite end of the row, 
a first device for transport of baskets in a first transport path from the input station to the 
opposite end of the first row , a second device for transport of baskets in a second 
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transport path towards the output station from the opposite end of the second row and a 
device for the transfer of basl<ets between the transport paths at opposite ends 
belonging together of the relevant rows". It is not clear whether the structure of lines 1 -6 
is re-defined in lines 7-15, and, if not, how the structure of lines 1-6 is inter-related with 
the structure of lines 7-15. Regarding the baskets being transported "in accordance with 
a predetermined treatment program", it is unclear whether or not any programmed 
controller is intended. Additionally, the claim does not set forth clear structural inter- 
relationships between the input / output stations and ends of each row. In this regard, 
the row "extending from the input station to an opposite end of the row", or the "path 
towards the output station from the opposite end of the second row", is unclear. Does it 
mean that the input station must be located at the end of the first row, other, than the 
"opposite" end of the first row, or that the output station must be located at the end of 
the second row, other, than the "opposite" end of the second row? How is the "opposite" 
end of the first row related to the "opposite" end of the second row? Further, the 
"transport paths at opposite ends belonging together of the relevant rows", is extremely 
unclear. See also claim 2 regarding the "two baths which are located next to each other 
at said opposite ends of the two rows". 

With respect to claim 2, it is not clear whether or not the structure of the staining 
machine is re-defined once again, since the claim sets forth a staining machine which 
includes only a "first and a second bath row", and only one device for "transfer of 
baskets". The 'device for transfer of baskets" lacks antecedent basis. 
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In claim 3, the "bath row in question" lacks antecedent basis. The same applies 
to the "cheek pair" of line 5. Regarding the bath row being adapted for engagement with 
respective baskets, it is not clear whether or not any engagement means are intended. 

In claim 4, the "stadium shaped movement" of the cheeks, is unclear. 

Claim 5 recites the toothed belts coupled to corresponding toothed belts "via an 
additional toothed belt with appurtenant guide wheels and carriers at the other end of 
the cheeks". The "corresponding toothed belts" lack antecedent basis. It is unclear 
whether the intended structure must include three or five toothed belts. 

In claim 7, the "movement means" lack antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Tabata 
(US 4911098). 

With respect to claims 1-5, Tabata discloses an apparatus for staining tissue 
specimen slides comprising, as shown in Figures 6-7, one or two rows of baths 1-23 
and at least two robots 21-22 ["devices for transport / transfer of baskets"]. Figure 7 
illustrates a transport / transfer device configured for transferring baskets between the 
rows ["crossbar device"]. Each robot includes a clamp member 8 with a pair of plates 13 
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["cheeks extending along the bath rows"] and a vertical driving mechanism including 
motor 27 ["device for lifting and lowering the cheek pair"] coupled to feed screw 26 via a 
belt [one of the two "toothed belts", not shown]. Figure 3 also shows the clamp member 
8 having belt 15 [another "toothed belt" running "in a closed path"]. 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, the devices for transport / transfer of baskets can 
include, as is seen in Figures 7-8, a "crossbar bracket" 4 adapted for "releasable 
connection" with basket 2 and coupled to a means for reciprocating movement of the 
crossbar bracket in a horizontal direction, as indicated by the horizontal arrow in 
Figure 7. Figure 6 also shows the transport devices comprising feed screw 24 ["slide 
block"]. Note that the input / output stations, guide wheels and step motors (see claims 
1-4 and 6-7), as well as the second pair of toothed belts coupled to the other end of 
each cheek, and the additional toothed belt (see claim 5), are, currently, not positively 
recited as a part of the claimed invention, and, therefore, they are not accorded any 
patentable weight. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Natalia Levkovich whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2462. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 2 p.m.-IO p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on 571-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Jill Warden/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



